THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

JOHN 15:1-8

SATURDAY, MAY 1, 2021 4:30PM

SUNDAY, MAY 2, 2021 11AM

CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CHURCH, CONOVER NC



PRELUDE

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

We stand.
OPENING HYMN  “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
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Tune and text: Public domain



INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in us.

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve
Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and
for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained
servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore declare to you
the forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE “He Is Arisen! Glorious Word”
I ,9 gu I " I — T =
| 4 ol 1 ] | i 1 - - | | ¥ ]
| W AL [ 7 I Il 77 = | [ 1 Y i '
Y 1 [ | | 1 | I | 1|

) (] ) T f ] '
He is a - ris - en! Glo - rious Word! Now rec - on - ciled



! i I I ‘ ]
M I = | | T T ¢ |
t@ﬁbﬁi‘:ﬁ: = r = - = ! |
d ' 1 I I i [~
is God, my Lord; The gates of heav’n are o - pen.
) # . . . .
[ A _I | y | T I =
[N | [ | | | 1 | | |
!J [~ [~ I | ! !
My Je - sus did tri - um - phant die, And Sa-tan’s ar -
) # . .
el e o 1 J - e —]
|INav 1 I | [ I’I i d -I gl ] |
.) ' I I I
rows  bro - ken lie, De - stroyed hell’s fierc - est weap - on.
“
[ =1 1 L 1 I f
| AW Y | [ I 1 I ] I T I I ] I I
[ o T L " ) | [o#) | | ] | | 1 | | ]
|INav [ [ [ &
)
O  hear what cheer! Christ vic - to - rious, Ris-ing glo - rious,
{) & . .
[ ] s | I = 1 1 I | il |
| WA ] | I i | = 1 = | | | I I |
il | | 1 ‘L { ‘L ("] If’ 7 =I | 1 Il |
% [ J [ ) & } .—9—()—LI
Life s giv - ing. He was dead but now 1is liv - ing!

Text and tune: Public domain

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Let us pray.
O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will.
Grant that we may love what You have commanded and desire
what You promise, that among the many changes of this world
our hearts may be fixed where true joys are found; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

We sit.

FIRST READING Acts 8:26-40



An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. And he
rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He
had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning, seated in his chariot, and
he was reading the prophet Isaiah. And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and
join this chariot.” So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the
prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” And he said,
“How can I, unless someone guides me?”” And he invited Philip to come up
and sit with him. Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was
this:

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter
and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he opens not his mouth.
In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say
this, about himself or about someone else?” Then Philip opened his mouth,
and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. And
as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch
said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?”” And he
commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip
and the eunuch, and he baptized him. And when they came up out of the water,
the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more,
and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he
passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to
Caesarea.

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING 1John 4:1-11
Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they
are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. By this
you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has
come in the flesh is from God, and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is
not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming
and now is in the world already. Little children, you are from God and have
overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.
They are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and the world
listens to them. We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever
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is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and
the spirit of error.

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves
has been born of God and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not
know God, because God is love. In this the love of God was made manifest
among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live
through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved
us, we also ought to love one another.

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

We stand.
ALLELUIA & VERSE
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HoLY GOSPEL John 15:1-8

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15" chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every
branch of mine that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that
does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already you are clean
because of the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in you. As
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the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can
you, unless you abide in me. | am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever
abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you
can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a
branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and
burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you
wish, and it will be done for you. By this my Father is glorified, that you bear
much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.”

P This is the Gospel
C Praiseto You, O

of the Lord.
Christ.

We sit.
HYMN OF THE DAY “Christ, the Word of God Incarnate”
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SERMON “Be My Guest” Pastor Michael Geml
We stand.

NICENE CREED
C | believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
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And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

PREFACE
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C Itisright to give Him thanks and praise.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

P Blessed are You, O Lord, our God, King of all creation, for You
graciously invite us to call upon You with all boldness and
confidence. Grant that we may receive the blessings of
forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body and
blood as we gather at His command. Unite us to Christ the Vine
that we live as fruitful branches and finally grant us a foretaste of
the feast to come. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER



PAX DOMINI

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C and also with you.

We sit.

DISTRIBUTION

We stand.
PosT-COMMUNION COLLECT

BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN “On What Has Now Been Sown”
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Text and tune: Public domain
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